
Student 

 You are working on finding the area of a square with a side of length 4 units. 

 You are proficient with math operations including exponents. 

 You are confusing finding the area of a square with finding its perimeter. 

 So, to get your answer you count all the sides of the square (4 + 4 + 4 + 4) and get an 

answer of “16”. 

 You are confident you are correct and don’t realize that you only accidently got the right 

answer because 16 is coincidently the amount of square units in the area. 

 

 

 

 

Teacher 

 Your student is working on finding the area of a square with a side length of 4 units. 

 Determine what understanding the student has by asking questions, especially questions 

that encourage elaborate responses. 
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